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thirty feet high; and then these glorious Lodoicea with their
leaves of fifteen to twenty feet span, and trunks reaching to the
sky, to say nothing of Cinnamon and Cloves and Bread-fruit
all lew to me in this their natural wildness and beauty ; you
may believe that I enjoyed it ; so much so that I nearly forgot
the errand that brought me there. We have many beautiful
scer.es in this country (Natal), and there is much excitement in
tra\ elling over it, but it is altogether of a different character;
a s ivage sternness or monotonous sameness marks the two
principal divisions of it, and the really beautiful spots look
small by comparison with tne vast extent spread around of
another character."
On the Seychelles "the tree grows on all kinds of soil, from
the sandy shore to the arid mountain-top, but the finest are
found in deep gorges, on damp platforms, covered with vegetable
soil ; in such situations, the great height and slender diameter of
the trunk, and the length of its enormous leaves, produce a fine
effect, though near the seashore, its leaves, torn by the storms
and hanging in long strips, giye it a desolate appearance. It
is to be regretted that the tree is not cultivated, and that a
practice has prevailed of cutting it down in order to get at the •
fruit and tender leaves. In fact, it is feared that the. species
-will be* ere long, entirely lost-'* \
This danger of complete destruction of the once famous palm
has been removed in the meantime. Owing to the suggestion
of John Home, then Director of the Botanic Gardens of Mauritius,
the Ltodoiceas are, since 1875, under the protection of Government.2
It is a striking fact that the seeds, although capable of a wide
oceanic dispersal which must have continued over a long period
of time, in no case established themselves spontaneously in any
new territory. This forms a strange contrast with the ordinary
Coconut, which probably originally a native of South America,
is now widely distributed throughout the tropics. (W. T.
Thi^eJton-Byer.)
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